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1. Even after the creation of the General Staff Academy in 1931, the Frunze
Military Academy in Moscow retained its role as the nerve center and milji-
tary leboratory for all the arms and services of the Soviet Army. The
General Staff Acadeny was created from Frunze, le it began by taking over
some of Frunze's instructors and siudents, and inherited Frunze's building.
The General Staff Acadenmy's enrollment was limited and one could not become
a student there merely by requesting it; the General 8taff chose the stu-
dents, who wvere almost alvays gemeral officers or colonels. In fact, the
General Starr Academy was 80 much less Prominent and smaller than Frunte
that many line officers did not even knov the former existed. Therefore,
Frunze remained the leading military acadeny of the Aray for operational
and tactical doctrine for units ranging in size from the infautry squad
up to and including the division. Each faculty (kafedra) at Frunze worked
on basic questions pertinent to its field of specialization, such as the
most efficient size for a unit and the best ratic between heavy weapons and
number of infentry woldiers. Some of the students vere sir force officers
2nd theépe returhed to the air force upon gradustics from Frusze., There
¥eTe no naval officers in attendsnce.

2. Another indication of the significance of Frunge vas that each chief of a
faculty (kafedra) at this Scademy was sutomaticslly considered chief nen-
ber of the techaical commission of the appropriate arm or service, such
as artillery, tanks, or engineers. The chairman of the commission was the
head of the chief admimistration (glavoays upravieniys) of the srm or ser-
7ice. Each arm or service had such a commission, which consisted of four
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or five officers. These groups took part in developing new wagponsa,
For exemple, if a new machine gun were needed, the staff of a wer plent
would submit designs to the technical commission. If approval wvere
granted, then the plant engineers  vould make plans for manufa~ture and
would begin production, ‘

During the summer, about 60 per cent, of the instructors at the Frunze
Military Academy were given vacation for fthg‘vhqle summer,- Many of these
taught at other military academies ‘during this period, as many senior' com-
manding officers (majors and up) of reserve units attended courses during
the swmmer. The officers who were. students ‘at Frunze hag no summer vaca-
tion,. except for the, usual 30 days.of leave granted to.all army officers.
The summer activities conducted by Frunze vere extenaive, Students of the
twe lowsy courses {first =pd sccond yaars) abtended comp, which wag
locatsd nsar ¢hs town of Nera Phominskaya. This towe was on the Moscow-
Kiev railwey, nidvay between Moscov and Mala Yaroslavets. It was about

55 km from Moscow, The students - all officers - were at camp from

1 June until 1 September. The atudents vere given practical field work
in various sized units and played the rolee of enlisted men as well as
officers. The size of unite was from platoon up to and including bat-
talion, Practice in“‘marklunship wvas also emphasized, with such weapons
as rifle, revolver, machine gun, and mortar,

Students of the senior course (third year) usually went to frontier

areas, where they would later be aasigned. They were divided into groups

of about 15 students, accompanied by one senior instructor plus two or

three other instructors. The inetructors were chosen for their knowledge

of the frontier area in question. The students studied specific areas.

They concentrated on terrain and roads. They became acquainted with the

economy of the area. They learned its tactical characteristics - possi~

bilities for supply and transportation, whether better suited for

offense or defense. They were given tactical problems and reguired tn “

present solutions. IP the ares happened 1o he fortified, the studente

#tudied the fortifisatlions and the manmer in vhich troops could defend 1
them. i

In the summer of 1941, +he great majoriiy of the sentior students were

aent to the western frontier, in order to study that territory as a

departure area for the attack on Germany planned by Stalin for September

1941, There was much nilitary construction there at that time: ronds

were bteing built from railroads to the frontier, trenchee, command

POsts, gun emplacements. All this waa under way es it vas expected

that the German troops stationed along the frontier of the USSR would

provide heavy resistance when the planned Soviet attack ceme and that

static wazfare would result initially. Therefore, even the highest rank-

ing general officer (although not the chief) of the Soviet Arny Bogineers

was captured on the first day of the German invazion. He was in that

area directing the military construction. He wvas Lieutenant General

{(fru) Karbishev Equivalent to Major General in the 1'B Armﬂ » Chief of

the engineering faculties (kafedri) of the General Staff Academy and

of the Frunze Kilitary Acadeny. As a prisoner of war he was treated .
fairly well by the Germene unt i b 3 i i

Tamp it Austria and there xille

hie memory in 1948,
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